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The Glorious REvolution & 
The English Bill of Rights

Constitutionalism

Unit 2, Class 10

Babies, Dutchmen and Germans

Purpose: Can narrow self interst transcend its origins?

1.  What was restored? (Reader IV, p. 175)

Part Two: New Kings
Section A: The Return of a King

Part One: Homework Check
1. What significant Rights were established in the English Bill of Rights?
2. What problem in English government did the English Bill of Rights solve?

Name: ______________________________    Period:  1   2    5    6    
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Part Three: The English Bill of Rights
The English Bill of Rights grew out of the Glorious Revolution of 1688. During the revolution King 

James II abdicated and fled from England. He was succeeded by his daughter, Mary, and her husband, Wil-
liam of Orange, a Dutch prince. Parliament proposed a Declaration of Rights and presented it to William 
and Mary on February 13, 1689. Only after they accepted the declaration did Parliament proclaim them 
king and queen of England. Parliament then added several clauses to the declaration and formally enacted 
the amended bill as the Bill of Rights on December 16, 1689. 

  The Bill of Rights combined past grievances against the deposed king with a more general statement 
of basic liberties. The statute prohibited the monarch from suspending laws or levying taxes or customs 
duties without Parliament’s consent and prohibited the raising and maintaining of a standing army during 
peacetime. More importantly, it proclaimed fundamental liberties, including freedom of elections, freedom 
of debate in Parliament, and freedom from excessive bail and from cruel and unusual punishments. To 
prevent a recurrence of the religious divisions that beset the Catholic James in ruling a largely Protestant 
England, the Bill of Rights also barred Roman Catholics from the throne.

<a href=”http://law.jrank.org/pages/11659/English-Bill-Rights.html”>English Bill of Rights - English Bill Of Rights</a>

Section B: The Going and Coming of a King
1. What actions sealed the eventual downfall of James II?

2. What was the political focus of William of Orange?

3. Was the settlement for a monarch as a Hobbesian Leviathan or a modern Chairman of the Board?

Section C: The Settlement
1. What are the elements of the settlement under William III and Mary II?

Why is THIS here?
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And thereupon the said Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, pursuant to their respective 
letters and elections, being now assembled in a full and free representative of this nation, taking into 
their most serious consideration the best means for attaining the ends aforesaid, do in the first place 
(as their ancestors in like case have usually done) for the vindicating and asserting their ancient rights 
and liberties declare: That the pretended power of suspending the laws or the execution of laws by regal 
authority without consent of Parliament is illegal; 

•	 That	the	pretended	power	of	dispensing	with	laws	or	the	execution	of	laws	by	regal	authority,	as	
it hath been assumed and exercised of late, is illegal; 

•	 That	the	commission	for	erecting	the	late	Court	of	Commissioners	for	Ecclesiastical	Causes,	and	
all other commissions and courts of like nature, are illegal and pernicious; 

•	 That	levying	money	for	or	to	the	use	of	the	Crown	by	pretence	of	prerogative,	without	grant	of	
Parliament, for longer time, or in other manner than the same is or shall be granted, is illegal; 

•	 That	it	is	the	right	of	the	subjects	to	petition	the	king,	and	all	commitments	and	prosecutions	for	
such petitioning are illegal; 

•	 That	the	raising	or	keeping	a	standing	army	within	the	kingdom	in	time	of	peace,	unless	it	be	with	
consent of Parliament, is against law; 

•	 That	the	subjects	which	are	Protestants	may	have	arms	for	their	defence	suitable	to	their	condi-
tions and as allowed by law; 

•	 That	election	of	members	of	Parliament	ought	to	be	free;	

•	 That	the	freedom	of	speech	and	debates	or	proceedings	in	Parliament	ought	not	to	be	impeached	
or questioned in any court or place out of Parliament; 

•	 That	excessive	bail	ought	not	to	be	required,	nor	excessive	fines	imposed,	nor	cruel	and	unusual	
punishments inflicted; 

•	 That	jurors	ought	to	be	duly	impanelled	and	returned,	and	jurors	which	pass	upon	men	in	trials	
for high treason ought to be freeholders; 

•	 That	all	grants	and	promises	of	fines	and	forfeitures	of	particular	persons	before	conviction	are	
illegal and void; 

•	 And	that	for	redress	of	all	grievances,	and	for	the	amending,	strengthening	and	preserving	of	the	
laws, Parliaments ought to be held frequently.

And they do claim, demand and insist upon all and singular the premises as their undoubted rights and 
liberties, and that no declarations, judgments, doings or proceedings to the prejudice of the people in 
any of the said premises ought in any wise to be drawn hereafter into consequence or example; to which 
demand of their rights they are particularly encouraged by the declaration of his Highness the prince of 
Orange as being the only means for obtaining a full redress and remedy therein.

Section A: Read the excerpt of the English Bill of Rights and highlight ideas that may be found in the 
American Bill of Rights (see page 170 for reference).
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American Bill of Rights

The First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
The Second Amendment: A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall 
not be infringed.
The Third Amendment: No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a 
manner to be prescribed by law.
The Fourth Amendment: The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing 
the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.
The Fifth Amendment: No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 
grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any 
person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation.
The Sixth Amendment: In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and 
district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and 
to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.
The Seventh Amendment: In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be pre-
served, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.
The Eighth Amendment: Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.
The Ninth Amendment: The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the 
people.
The Tenth Amendment: The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the 
states respectively, or to the people.
http://civilliberty.about.com/od/uscivillibertie1/a/billofrights.htm

Section B: The Bill and the Propostitions    Answer these questions based on the English Bill of Rights 
and your understanding of the 19 Propositions.  (Must be in complete sentences.)

1. What are the general ideas found in this except of the English Bill of Rights?  

2. Does the tone of the English Bill of Rights differ from the of the Nineteen Propositions?  Explain.

3. Does the English Bill of Rights resolve the issues of the Civil War?

Section C: The Coming of the Hanovers, or We Prefer the German King
1. Was parliamentary government in England powered by parties, personal interests or dynastic loyalty?

2. Who was Robert Walpole
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